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Portuguese Socialists and Communists Announce 
Tentative Reconciliation 


Tensions between the Portuguese Socialist 
and Communist parties appear to have subsided 
for the moment following an agreement by party 
leaders to cooperate in Portugal’s coalition 
government and to defend the reforms made 
since the military assumed power last year. 

Representatives of the two parties, 
including Socialist leader Mario Soares and 
Communist chief Alvaro Cunhal , met on Monday 
at Communist Party headquarters to discuss 
their differences. The joint communique does 
not call for the formation of an alliance 
between the two parties, but the agreement 
should put an end to the increasingly heated 
exchanges between the parties since the April 
25 election. The communique states that meetings 
between the two parties will continue "with 
a view to deepening the exchange of views 
on problems of common interest." 

Both Cunhal and Soares have recognized 
the need for cooperation between the two parties, 
but previous attempts to paper over their 
differences have broken down when they found 
themselves on opposing sides of policy issues. 
Cunhal told reporters that he hoped that progress 
toward greater cooperation could be made in 
future talks . 

The Communists * desire for closer cooperation 
with the Socialists probably reflects the 
fear of some party members that they have 
lost some of their influence with the Armed 
Forces Movement, particularly since the elections 
showed the Socialists, not the Communists, 
to be the party of the "people." The Communists 
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may also face widening rifts within party 
ranks between older Moscow-oriented leaders 
and younger members who prefer to operate 
along the lines of the more nationalistic 
West European Communist parties. 

There have been indications in recent 
days that Socialist leader Soares would also 
welcome a cessation of hostilities, and would 
prefer to follow a softer line toward both 
the Communists and the Armed Forces Movement. 

He has been forced to take a harder stance, 
however, by party militants who fear that 
if the Socialists do not press their advantage 
now, they will lose the benefit of their electoral 
victory . 
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May Day Bombing in Spain Causes Concern 

The explosion of a booby-trapped 
car outside the Madrid stadium where 
General Franco was attending a rally last 
week may presage a rash of anti-regime 
violence. Despite tight security measures, 
the bomb- laden car was able to be placed 
in a heavily guarded location without 
arousing suspicion. If the bomb had exploded 
half an hour earlier when Franco and his 
party and masses of people were entering 
the stadium, there would have been injuries 
and perhaps even loss of life. 


Although demonstrations on this May 
Day and the succeeding weekend were less violent 
than in recent years, they did include another 
automobile explosion near Bilbao as well 
as several fire bombings of business and 
government establishments in Barcelona 
and Pamplona. There was one accidental 
death in Vigo when a policeman attempting 
to break up a small extremist demonstration 
accidentally shot an onlooker. Police 
also broke up a ceremony at the grave 
of the founder of the Spanish Socialist 
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Workers' Party and arrested 60 participants. 
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Signs of Growing Tension between France 
and Somalia — - • — — 


Tension between France and Somalia appears to 
have increased recently following renewed efforts by 
Somali President Siad to encourage independence for 
the French Territory of the Afars and Issas on the 
east coast of Africa. The French, obviously con- 
cerned by Siad's statements, have stepped up their 
security precautions along the border with Somalia. 


Somalia has traditional claims to the area, 
including the port of Dj ibouti, because ethnic 
Somalis make -up a large part of the population. 
President Siad has made it clear that he considers 
the French presence there intolerable. During a 
visit to Paris last autumn, Siad asked French 
President Giscard to grant the Territory's inde- 
pendence. In reply Giscard referred to the 1967 
referendum in which 67 percent of the Territory's 
37,000 voters voiced a desire to remain French. 

More recently, Siad has had some success in 
enlisting at least the moral support of Arab leaders. 
During the Arab League Council meeting in late 
April, Arab leaders passed a unanimous resolution 
urging independence for the Territory and formed 
a ministerial committee to make contacts with 
France . 

Jn early February, Siad stepped up his polemics 
against the French, claiming that people in the 
French territory were being "massacred, deported and 
shot" to prevent the expression of a popular desire 
for freedom. 
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France has a strong interest in maintaining 
its territorial presence and limited political 
influence in the Indian Ocean area. In addition 
to sharing a common desire with its Western 
allies to secure the oil-supply route around 
Africa from the Persian Gulf, Paris has also 
shown growing concern that the Indian Ocean not 
be left in sole control of the US and the USSR. 
The port of Djibouti will also increase in 
economic importance once the Suez canal reopens. 


Djibouti is the only major Fre nch base 
remaining in the Indian Ocean area. 


The French are demonstrating their firm 
commitment to remain in Djibouti; French forces 
stationed in the port were strengthened last 
summer and security precautions along the Somali 
border have become stringent. One of the most 
serious problems facing the French forces in the 
Territory of the Afars and Issas is the infil- 
tration of Somalis who cross the border illegally 
with the intention of obtaining French citizenship 
and, later, helping to influence French withdrawal. 
Somalis are also attracted to Djibouti by the 
relatively better prospects of employment and 
higher living conditions. If not strictly controlled, 
they could soon outnumber the pro-French Afars 
who cooperate with the French to control local 
affairs . 


In a further exhibition of French commitment 
to the Territory, the French secretary of state 
for overseas territories visited Djibouti two 
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weeks ago — amidst heavy security precautions. 

In a major speech, he emphasized French concern 
for the people of the Territory. I 


French concern was also being expressed more 
materialistically in the form of new public 
works projects in and around the city. 

The growing tension in Djibouti was also 
apparent during the French official's visit. 

The mayor of the city suffered several broken 
bones trying to calm a violent pro-Somali street 


demonstration . 
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